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Having learnt the basic moves, how exactly should a player improve? In this much loved classic,

Irving Chernev explains 33 complete games in detail, telling the reader the reason for every single

move.
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I've been buying and reading chess books for a year now, and I have to say that this is the book I

read more than any other and feel I have learned the most from. It's relaxing to sit down with a

board, pieces and a book and go through a game played between two great players, with move by

move commentary included. You might think you're learning very little, but you'll be amazed at what

sticks with you, and how you will start thinking more about what your opponents are planning when

they make their moves, and how you will start calculating more deeply when it comes to your own.I

think that this kind of method of study is not only entertaining (Chernev is wonderful at drawing you

into the game's "story," and by that I mean how the game develops and moves inexorably toward its

decisive moment), but it teaches a beginner/low intermediate player a lot about openings (without

going into all that dull and intimidating depth regarding variations etc. that you see in books on

openings) and strategy (Chernev really stresses the importance in the games he chooses of

players' efforts to either control or free up space, and squeeze out small advantages so that a

decisive attack can be mounted). Chernev's commentaries are also very helpful when it comes to

learning how to maximize the each piece's unique offensive and defensive capabilities. You'll begin

to really understand where each piece belongs on the board and the difficulties you'll encounter if



they're not in the right place.
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